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1.  FILTER CHANGES  

New Haven Public Schools currently uses MERV 8 & MERV 13 filters 
throughout the district and those filters are scheduled for change once 
annually. Filters have been replaced to a minimum of MERV 8.  Where 
applicable, filters have been changed out to MERV 13.  MERV 13 
filtration is an effective tool in removing respiratory droplets from the 
air for added filtration benefits.  
2. DAILY AIR 

ASHRAE has recommended running ventilation systems for a 
minimum of 2 hours in occupied mode, with the peak outside air rate, 
before teachers arrive each day. Increased HVAC operation will result in higher energy costs, but 
a cleaner supply of air. For this reason we are recommending extended operations rather than 
continuous system operation. NHPS Facilities Department has adjusted our run times and 
controls settings and schedules to increase the times that the ventilation systems and fans are 
running throughout the district to start at 4:00 am and end at 10:00 pm thereby increasing the 
turnover of outside air by 3 hours a day With the improved filtration mentioned above it is 
important to make sure that air is moving through the system and being filtered. NHPS is 
increasing ventilation rates by 100% where feasible throughout the district. 
 
3. DEDICATED OUTDOOR AIR SYSTEMS (DOAS) 

New Haven Public Schools including ESUMS, New Haven Academy, East Rock, Hill Central 
and Obama all have dedicated outdoor air systems (DOAS). DOAS can take multiple forms but 
must be able to independently deliver heating, cooling, and ventilation where, and only when, it 
is needed and avoids the use of recirculated air. DOAS can be paired with appropriately designed 
controls systems, including CO2 monitors, to deliver the precise amount of fresh outdoor air 
directly to each space without recirculating contaminants or pathogens generated in other spaces. 
DOAS were designed for optimal use in facilities that do not have manual window in the 
building.  DOAS need to utilize energy recovery systems to reduce energy use and meet 
efficiency standards. Although these facilities do not have windows are manually opened, the 
classrooms are being delivered the maximum amount outside air; even greater than a manual 
window can offer. As recommended by third party engineering company, Fuss & O’Neill, 
dampers have been set to a minimum of 30% to allow more outdoor air to flow into the 
buildings. 
 
4. INDOOR AIR QUALITY PROGRAM  

NHPS will continue to monitor the IAQ Program by identifying and removing any existing IAQ 
problems, comply with Green Cleaning Program, comply with the Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) plan, and monitor the AHERA Plan. 
 
5. GREEN CLEANING PLAN  

NHPS will continue to comply with the State of Connecticut Green Cleaning Program which 
states No person shall use a cleaning product inside a school unless such cleaning product 



 

125 
Custodial & Facilities Services 

meets guidelines or environmental standards set by a national or international 
environmental certification program approved by the Department of Administrative 
Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Environmental Protection. 
 
NO PARENT, GUARDIAN, TEACHER OR STAFF MEMBER MAY BRING INTO THE 
SCHOOL FACILITY ANY CONSUMER PRODUCT WHICH IS INTENDED TO CLEAN, 
DEODORIZE, SANITIZE OR DISINFECT 
 
6. VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS  

NHPS has made a concerted effort to reduce the amount of (VOCs) within the schools. In 
addition to reducing the amount of CO2 and increasing ventilation, it is also important to reduce 
the amount of pollutants created within learning spaces.(VOCs) are one of the primary indoor air 
contaminants. VOCs are generated primarily by off gassing from building products and 
materials. VOCs come from many types of materials including paints, sealants, flooring, drywall, 
ceiling tiles, composite wood and furniture. 
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Trident Sprayer 
 
NHPS cleaning staff will utilize a Portable Trident S1HH battery operated sprayer for optimal distribution 
of disinfection products. 
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Products Utilized to Disinfect 
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